Epidural spinal electric stimulation in the treatment of ischemic pain.
Among the analgetic methodologies, epidural spinal stimulation is playing an important role in the treatment of obliterating arteriopathies. Physiopathogenetic hypotheses as well as the main indications, contra-indications and the technique performed are examined. Twenty-four patients (18 males and 6 females) underwent spinal electric stimulation and were all monitored through angiography and preliminary examinations (Doppler velocimetry, plethysmography, Laser Flo, cycloergometer test) which were repeated during the period of temporary and after the permanent stimulator was implanted. The results obtained show that electric stimulation is a reliable technique when the medical or surgical treatments are successful.